
The fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2016             10:30 AM 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please fill out the Friendship Pad found at the end of your pew and 
pass it along to others. During the prelude speak to God, during the 
service let God speak to you, after the service speak to one another. 

 

PRELUDE    
Divinum Mysterium Wilbur Held 

 

INTROIT 
  A Voice Cries Out  David Haas 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Pat Rabun 
Pastor:   God is in our midst; do not fear. God rejoices 

to renew our lives in steadfast love. 
People:  God gathers us for this time of worship. 

God claims us and promises us a home. 
Pastor:   Trust in God who is our strength and life. Give 

thanks to God, the source of our salvation. 
People:  We will sing praises and exalt God’s name. 

With joyous shouts, we will tell of God’s 
glorious deeds. 

Pastor:  Rejoice in God, whatever your circumstances. 
Remember the good fortune God has shared 
with you. 

People:  We will not worry as we seek God’s peace. 
We open our hearts and minds to God’s 
leading. 

 

* HYMN NO. 133 ADESTE FIDELES 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE: 
HOPE The Auvil Family 

 

Advent is a time of expectation and is symbolized, not only by the four 
week period of preparation, but also by the lighting of an Advent candle 

on each Sunday of the season. The flame of each new candle reminds 
 us that something is happening, and something more is still to come. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
The Reverend Patrick Rabun 

Minister 
David Lee Heinzman, Director of 

Music Ministries 

Caitlin Noe, Acolyte 

Harriett Andrew, Liturgist 

Mary Brooks, Children’s Message  

 Jane Davis, Pat Hatcher, and  

Gayle and Jim Rivenbark, Ushers 

Tim Karp, Sound Engineer 
 

Jim Alexander and John Moore 

Officers of the Month 
 

Please silence all cell phones 
 and do not bring food or drink  

into the sanctuary. 
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RESPONSIVE HYMN NO. 85 (all verses) TIF IN VELDELE 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION     Elder Harriett Andrew 
Leader:  The promises of God are meant for all to enjoy. Yet we have at times 

broken our covenant and declared our independence from the Giver 

of Life. Then, when we are brought down from the thrones of our 

pretension, we wonder why. 

People: Let us confess the sin that separates us from God’s promises.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
 We sing, “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” God, but we confess that we are not always 

faithful. We could have shown love this past week, but we kept ourselves busy 

with other things. We spoke without thinking and hurt someone. We treated the 

gifts and greetings and meals as chores, leaving out the most important 

ingredient – caring. We are sorry. Please forgive us, and accept our worship. 

Amid the bright colors that surround this season – the reds, the greens, the golds 

– send the light of your Christ, that all that is good may be revealed more clearly 

and all that is wrong may be exposed and changed. We pray in the name of Jesus 

who was born in Bethlehem, who lived and died for our sakes, and who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:   God does not put us to shame, but deals wondrously with us; restoring 

our fortunes and blessing us with peace. God desires our salvation, our 

healing, and our embracing of truth. Therefore, we are not to worry. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!      
 

* ACT OF PRAISE NO. 134 (verse 1) ANTIOCH 
“Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                          Mary Brooks, DCM 
 

 
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Harriett Andrew 
Leader:   Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what 

you say to us today. Amen. 
 

PSALTER READING  Psalm 98 
Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM 
Come to Us, O Promised One Lloyd Larson 

Chancel Choir 
 

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 121 ST. LOUIS 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  Matthew 1:18-25 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                     Rev. Pat Rabun 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                
Jesus, the long-expected Savior, came into the world as a child, descended from 
David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of Mary, a virgin. We affirm that Jesus 
was born of woman as is every child, yet born of God’s power as was no other 
child. The coming of Jesus was itself the coming of God’s promised rule. 
Through his birth, life, death and resurrection, he brings about the relationship 
between God and humanity that God always intended. We are certain that Jesus 
lives. He lives as God with us, touching all human life with the presence of God. 
He lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our humanity and has bound 
us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the inner most life of God.   

– from a Declaration of Faith, PC (USA) 
 

OFFERTORY 
Tempus Adest Floridum arr. Paul Manz 
 



* DOXOLOGY                                              ADESTE FIDELES 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (refrain) 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

  

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

* CLOSING HYMN NO.  119                    MENDELSSOHN 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

* BENEDICTION 
 

* POSTLUDE 
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Wilbur Held 

* All who are able, please stand.        All musical texts are used by permission, CCLI no.11349711/ OneLicense.net, no. A-718092. 
 

The flowers gracing the front of the sanctuary today are given by Maggie and Chuck North  
in honor of our Little Chapel Family with gratitude for all you have done. We are blessed. 

 
5:00PM TONIGHT 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
AND PASTA POTLUCK 
 

Everyone is encouraged to attend as the audience plays a vital role 
by helping to sing the hymns. Our program will be followed by 
fellowship at our Pasta Potluck supper celebration. Bring a pasta 
dish to share and Children’s Ministry will provide the salad, bread 
and drinks. 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
LONGEST NIGHT 

 Wednesday, December 21 
7:00PM 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
Saturday December 24 

5:00PM - Family Worship and Communion 
8:00PM – Candlelight and Communion Service  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Sunday, December 25 - 10:00AM   

(No Early Worship or Sunday school) 
 

NEW YEARS DAY 
Sunday, January 1 - 10:30AM  

(No Early Worship or Sunday school) 


